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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A method of locally controlling call features 
comprising: 

transmitting a request for a call feature over a 
phone line; 

processing the request; and 

transmitting instructions in response the request to 
extensions over the phone lines. 

2. The method of Claim 1, further comprising setting a 
first phone as a master and any remaining phones as slaves. 

3. The method of Claim 1, further comprising 
transmitting the requests for a call feature at a frequency 
not used for voice or voice-over-data communications. 

4. The method of Claim 1, further comprising resetting 
the phone system after a predetermined time of inactivity. 

5. The method of Claim 2, further comprising paging a 
slave phone from the master phone. 

6. The method of Claim 2, further comprising 
conferencing a slave phone with the master phone. 
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7. The method of Claim 1, further comprising placing 
one of the phone lines on hold. 

8. A method of processing call features comprising: 
submitting a request for a call feature from a first 

phone extension to a local controller; and 

transmitting instructions regarding the call 
features over the local phone lines at a frequency not used 
for voice or voice-over-data communications. 

9. The method of Claim 8, further comprising 
designating the first phone as a master and any remaining 
phones as slaves. 

10. The method of Claim 8, further comprising 
transmitting a call waiting request to the master phone if any 
slave phone is activated. 

11. The method of Claim 10, further comprising 
conferencing a slave phone with the master phone in response 
to the call waiting request. 

12. The method of Claim 9, further comprising placing 
the master phone on hold. 



- it 



Attorney Docket No.: 10559-360001 / P10037 

13. The method of Claim 9, further comprising paging a 
slave phone from the master phone. 

14. A local phone system comprising: 

a controller which receives requests for call 
features from a plurality of phone extensions, wherein 
the controller processes the requests and transmits 
instructions to the phone extensions based on the 
requests; and 

a first transceiver which provides communications 
between the controller and the phone extensions over a 
phone line. 

15. The local phone system of Claim 14, further 
comprising a second transceiver used for voice communications. 

16. The local phone system of Claim 15, wherein the 
first transceiver operates at a different frequency than the 
second transceiver . 

17. The local phone system of Claim 14, wherein the call 
features include call waiting. 

18. The local phone system of Claim 14, wherein the call 
features include conference calling. 
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19. The local phone system of Claim 14, wherein the call 
features include paging. 

20. The local phone system of Claim 14, wherein the call 
features include call holding. 

21. The local phone system of Claim 14, wherein the call 
features are accessed through the phone handsets. 

22. The local phone system of Claim 14, further 
comprising a control center connected to at least one phone 
extension, wherein the control center provides a user 
interface to access the call features. 
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